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HOMEMAKERS'  CHAT  Monday,  June  5,  I939 

(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 

Subject:     "THE  TENTED  CITY."    Information  about  the  Thirteenth  National  U-H  Club 
Encampment  at  Washington,  D.  C. ,  from  June  I5  to  21,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Extension  Service,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

— ooOoo — 

"The  tented  city  is  nearly  ready,"  writes  our  Washington  correspondent. 
She  continues, 

"I  mean  the  tents  down  near  the  Tidal  Basin  of  the  Potomac  River,  across 
the  road  from  the  famous  cherry  trees,  and  right  in  the  shadow  of  the  Washington 
Monument.     From  June  I5  to  21  this  tented  city  will  house  about  175  hand-picked 
rural  boys  and  girls  from  at  least  U3  different  States.    And  for  the  first  time, 
a  delegate  is  coming  from  Puerto  Rico.    The  occasion  is  the  Thirteenth  National 
U-H  Club  Encampment,  which  is  now  so  well-known  I  need  hardly  add  that  it's 
composed  of  two  boys  and  two  girls  from  each  State  represented,  accompanied  by 
their  State  club  agents. 

"These  campers  will  range  in  age  from  16  to  21,  with  18  the  average.  Most 
of  them  have  been  in  club  work  from  5  to  10  years.    Waen  I  said  'hand-picked' , 
just  now,  I  meant  that  every  State  club  representative  selected  to  come  to  Wash- 
ington has  received  the  greatest  honor  that  can  come  to  a  ^H  club  menber.  The 
personal  history  of  each  delegate  can  be  read  in  a  '^.iTho's  'Vho '  of  the  camp. 

"Most  of  the  delegates  have  already  won  almost  all  the  local,  county,  and 
State  honors  possible.    They  have  already  competed  successfully  in  community, 
county.  State  and  interstate  fairs  and  exhibits,  won  many  blue  ribbons  and  cash 
prizes,  earned  considerable  money.     They  have  held  a  number  of  offices,  not  only 
in  their  ovm  clubs,  but  in  larger  organizations,  on  fair  and  show  committees, 
in  the  community,  and  the  county.    For  the  most  part  they  are  financing  their 
ovm  trips  to  Washington  out  of  the  fruits  of  their  club  work.     Some  are  being  sent 
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ty  the  total  State  club  membership  they  represent.  Others  have  won,  along  with 
the  right  to  attend  the  camp,  traveling  expenses  furnished  by  civic  or  business 
groups  that  believe  heartily  in  club  work  for  rural  boys  and  girls. 

"During  the  week  these  boys  and  girls  are  in  V/ashington,  the         camp  will 
be  a  scene  of  busy  activity.     The  green  and  white  costumes  of  the  girls  and  the 
all-white  outfits  of  the  boys  will  be  seen  everywhere  in  the  vicinity  of  lUth 
Street  and  Independence  Avenue,  which  is  close  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture.    Every  minute  of  every  day  will  be  packed  with  interest  for  the  delegates. 
Mornings  will  be  given  to  hearing  speakers  of  note,  to  delegate  conferences  on 
club  matters,  and  to  direct  acquaintance  with  the  work  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture.    Naturally,  as  tomorrow's  farmers  and  farm  homemakers,  this  group  is  much 
interested  in  the  research  of  the  Department,  in  learning  hov;  they  can  make  use 
of  its  informational  resources  when  they  need  to. 

"Later  in  the  day  there  will  be  tours  to  various  points  of  governmental  and 
historic  interest.     They  will  see  the  Capitol  and  the  IvTiite  House,  Mt.  Vernon,  the 
Lincoln  Memorial,  the  Bureau  of  Printing  and  Engraving,  and  many  other  buildings 
usually  visited  by  newcomers  to  the  city.     There  will  be  more  group  meetings  in 
'the  tented  city',  as  well  as  instruction  in  handling  large  group  recreational 
activities,  and  evening  campfire  gatherings.     Some  of  them  v/ill  be  chosen  to  speak 
over  the  radio,  others  to  report  about  their  canp  experiences  for  the  daily  camp 
newspaper, 

"The  particular  club  activities  by  which  these  boys  and  girls  have  won 
their  honors  differ  with  the  type  of  farming  in  the  region  they  call  home.  How- 
ever, all  of  the  boys  will  have  carried  on  successfully  several  agricultural 
projects,  such  as  raising  dairy  or  beef  cattle,   sheep  or  swine,  growing  corn  or 
cotton,  maintaining  a  poultry  flock  and  many  others.    All  of  the  girls  will  have 
excelled  in  some  phase  of  homemaking,-  foods  or  clothing  or  room  improvement,  or 
all  of  these;  often  with  canning,  gardening,  or  poultry.    Occasionally  a  girl 
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belongs  to  a  calf  or  beef  club.  Other  projects  are  forestry,  wild  life  conserva- 
tion, bird  or  insect  or  weed  identification,  small  grains,  sorghums,  and  orchard- 
ing. 

"But  the  achievement  that  distinguishes  every  one  of  the  State  winners  is 
especially  in  accord  with  the  theme  of  this  year's  national  camp,  and  that  is 
leadership.    Delegates  who  have  shown  they  could  hold  club  offices,  train  demon- 
stration teams,  and  take  the  responsibility  for  club  activities,  are  the  ones  who 
have  made  reputations  for  themselves  from  year  to  year.     Now  one  finds  them 
gathered  here,  ready  to  take  an  intelligent  part  in  the  group  discussions  of 
leadership  which  will  be  featured  throughout  the  week. 

"I  could  tell  you  all  sorts  of  special  things  about  tliese  exceptional  young 
farmers  and  farm  homemakers  of  tomorrov/.     Many  of  then  have  started  in  college  or 
are  planning  to  continue  their  education  on  their  earnings  from  U-H  club  projects. 
Nearly  every  personal  history  submitted  by  the  delegates  mentions  the  member's 
happiness  in  club  work.    The  frequent  records  of  'no  meetings  missed',  or  only  one 
or  two  missed  in  five  to  eight  years  of  membership  is  proof  enough  that  club  work 
has  been  greatly  enjoyed  by  those  who  have  tried  it. 

"Again,  as  leaders  of  their  own  club  units  and  winners  in  county  and  State 
U-H  contests,  all  of  the  175  "boys  and  girls  who  will  come  to  Washington  have 
learned  to  be  at  ease  before  an  audience,  to  take  charge  of  meetings  and  groups 
of  people,  to  see  undertakings  through  to  a  finish.     They  will  contribute  much, 
as  well  as  gain  much  from  the  delegate  conferences  on  leadership,  dealing  with 
local  U-H  leaders  in  the  community,  citizens  in  agricultural  communities,  and 
leaders  in  a  democracy. 

"When  the  canp  opens  on  June  15th,  I'll  write  you  again  about  some  of  the 
individual  boys  and  girls  who  will  be  there." 

That  concludes  today's  Washington  letter  about  the  National         Club  camp. 
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